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ABSTRACT

Small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) play a crucial role in fostering economic
growth; however, they often face challenges in meeting their tax obligations due to
limited resources and understanding. This bibliometric study explores the relationship
between taxes and SMEs, exploring aspects such as compliance, the impact of tax
burdens, and the effectiveness of incentives. The analysis of 783 Scopus documents
reveals a growing interest in research, with consistent annual publications and
significant citation rates. Among the fields, Business, Management, and Accounting
lead in publications, closely followed by Economics, Econometrics, and Finance, also
Social Sciences. Geographically, the United States, United Kingdom, Australia, South
Africa, and Malaysia stand out as major contributors, underscoring the global nature
of this engagement. Thematic analysis uncovers emerging and declining themes,
including the cost of tax compliance, supply chain management, and country-specific
SME issues. Niche themes focus on Russia’s business environment, tax avoidance, and
access to finance in India. Basic themes cover SME growth, the impact of taxation,
and responses to the challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic. Motor themes
emphasize innovation in SMEs, Malaysia’s capital structure, and challenges related to
tax compliance, also tax evasion. The research underscores the intricate relationship
between taxes and SMEs, underscoring their global significance and the necessity
for targeted policies. Despite limitations such as database representation, temporal
constraints, and language bias, this study advocates for ongoing research and policy
strategies. These should aim to support fair and sustainable tax obligations for SMEs,
ensuring their continued growth and valuable contribution to the economy.
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AHHOTALIIV

Mastsie n cpemgame npennpusaTus (MCII) urparoT pelaoInyio pojib B CTUMYIIMPO-
BaHMW 3KOHOMMUECKOro pocra. OmHAKO OHM YacTO CTaJIKMBAIOTCS C IpobieMamm
TPV BBIIOJTHEHWN CBOVIX HaJIOTOBBIX 00513aTeJIbCTB 113-3a OIPaHNIeHHOCTY PeCcypcoB
Y IIOHMMaHWs. DTo OMbIIMoMeTpIrdecKoe MccilefjoBaHIe PacCMaTPVBaeT B3aMOCBSI3b
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Mexay Haoramm 1 MCII, m3ydas Takme acIteKThl, KaK coOJoeHve TpeOoBaHMIL,
BJIVISIHIIE HaJIoroBOro OpeMeHM M 3¢ @EeKTMBHOCTh HaJIOTOBBIX CTMMYJIOB. AHaIM3
783 MOKyMeHTOB Scopus IoKasblBaeT PacTyIIUI MHTepecC K MCCIIe0BaHMAM C TIOCTO-
SIHHBIMY €XKeTOIHBIMM ITyOJIMKALIVISIMU VI 3HAUUTEIbHBIM YPOBHEM IIUTMPOBAHMSL.
Cpenu obstacTeit TMAMPYIOT IO KOJIMYEeCTBY MyOsmKaumii: busaec, MeHemkMeHT
u byxranrepckuii ydyer, DkoHOMMKa, DKoHOMeTpuKa 1 Punancel, a Taxkke Coum-
anpHere Haykn. CIIIA, BermmkoOpwranms, Ascrpamms, IOxHas Adprika u Mamnavisvs
BBIZIEJISIIOTCST KaK OCHOBHBIE IIOCTaBIIVIKY Iy OJIMKALIVTL, YTO TIOUepKIBaeT II00aIb-
HBIVI XapaKTep 3TOr0 B3aMMOJIEVICTBYSL. TeMaTiuecKnit aHaIn3 BBISBIISIET BOSHMKATO-
IIye 1 cYe3arolyie TeMbI, BKIII0Uask CTOMMOCTh COOJIIOIeHVS HaJIOTOBOI'O 3aKOHOIa-
TeJIbCTBA, YIIpaBJIeHVe IIeTI0YKaMy IT0CTaBoK 1 mpobieMer MCII, cnenmdrrassle mys
KOHKpPETHOV CTpaHbl. Hulmessle TeMbI cocpeloTo4YeHb!I Ha f1e710Bout cperie B Poccum,
YKJIOHEHMY OT yIUIaThl HAJIOTOB U JIocTyIe K (prHaHcaM B VHaun. OCHOBHBIE TeMbI
OXBaTBIBAIOT POCT MAJIOTO M CpeTHEro Omn3Heca, BIVsHVIE HAJIOTOO0I0KeHMS 1 Mep
pearnpoBaHus Ha 11poOsieMsl, BbisBaHHble naHaemyert COVID-19. B Manaisnn ax-
TyaJIbHBI TeMbl MHHOBaIt B MCII, cTpyKTypEI Kammrana v Ipo0yieMel, CBsI3aHHBIE
¢ coOJTrofieHVIeM HaJIOTOBOTO 3aKOHOJIATENIECTBA, a TAKKe C YKIOHEHVEM OT YIUIaThl
Haj1oroB. VicceroBaHme IOgUepKMBaeT CJIOXKHYIO B3aVIMOCBSI3b MEX]y HasloraMu
v MCII, noguepkmBas nx I100aIbHOe 3HaUeHVIe VI HeOOXOIVMOCTD IieJIeHalIpaBiIeH-
HOVI HaJIoroBout moymTukn. HecMoTps Ha Takue orpaHMYeHs], Kak IIpecTaBIeHe
0a3 JaHHBIX, BpeMEeHHbIe OIPaHMYEeHNs U S3bIKOBasl IIPEAB3SATOCTh, TaHHas paboTa
aKTyaJIM3UpyeT IIPOIOJDKEeHVe HaJIOrOBBIX mccaenoBaHmit. OHV TOJDKHBI OBITh Ha-
HpaBJIeHbl Ha MOMINEPXKKYy CIIPaBeJIMBBIX VI YCTOMYMBEIX HaJIOIOBBIX 00S3aTeIILCTB
mst MCII, oGecrieunBasi IIOCTOSIHHBIV POCT JJAHHOTO CEKTOpa ¥ IIOBBIIIEHVE €ro
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BKJIa/la B 9DKOHOMIIKY.

KITFOUYEBBIE CJIOBA

Ooubmiomerpus, myormmkanyv, Haoru Ayt MCII, cobrmomeHve HalI0roBoro 3aKOHO-

JaTeJIbCTBa, HaJlIoroBas ITOJINTUKa

1. Introduction

Amidst global economic shocks and
rapid tax policy changes, Small and Me-
dium Enterprises (SMEs) are struggling
to survive and thrive. Contributing up to
40% to GDP in some countries, including
Indonesia, SMEs are not only the engine
of the economy, but also the epitome of
social resilience [1].

However, this force faces crucial chal-
lenges such as understanding and fulfil-
ling tax obligations. Although SMEs open
up great opportunities for poverty reduc-
tion and social equity [2], many of them
are hampered by limited resources and
heavy tax burdens [3].

Furthermore, in a dynamic environ-
ment with frequently changing tax poli-
cies, identifying SMEs’ barriers in fulfill-
ing their tax obligations is becoming in-
creasingly important [4-6]. The absence
of adequate knowledge about taxes and
the payment process makes it difficult for
SMEs to understand their tax responsibi-
lities [7; 8].
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To address this issue, our research
utilizes a bibliometric approach. Bibli-
ometric analysis allows us to system-
atically explore the existing literature,
identify trends and patterns in previous
research, and offer valuable insights and
recommendations related to SME tax com-
pliance. This method is not just about col-
lecting data, but about understanding the
evolving narrative in the academic liter-
ature. In the current unstable economic
situation, filled with pandemic challenges
and market fluctuations, this research be-
comes especially relevant.

We aim to explore the deeper relation-
ship between taxes and SMEs, including
SME tax compliance, the impact of tax
burden on SMEs’ survival, and the ef-
fectiveness of tax incentives provided to
them [9].

The purpose of the study is to examine
the relationship between taxes and SMEs
by examining aspects such as compliance,
the impact of tax burden and the effective-
ness of tax incentives.
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In addition, this research can help
identify policies and actions that the

government and relevant agencies can

take to encourage better tax compliance
among SMEs. By understanding this
background, scrutinizing the literature
on taxes and SMEs through bibliometric

analysis can understand trends of new

insights and valuable recommendations

to support the growth and sustainability

of SMEs, while being mindful of fair and
sustainable tax obligations.

2. Method

This research conducted a bibliomet-
ric analysis with the procedure in Figure 1.
For data processing and analysis,

we employed the spreadsheet applica-
tion alongside Bibliometrix. Bibliometrix

was instrumental in facilitating thematic

mapping and trend analysis, allowing
us to systematically categorize the data

based on recurrent themes and track the
research focus’s evolution over time. This
tool was pivotal in analyzing patterns
and revealing the underlying narrative
in academic literature regarding tax com-
pliance in SMEs.

A search for research documents was

conducted in the Scopus database for

tax and SMEs with the string tax AND
(“small business” OR “SMEs”), resulting
in 1,254 documents. We filtered the search
results by document type and English
language to ensure a broad, international

perspective, considering English’s preva-
lence in academic research.

Additionally, we conducted a meticu-
lous manual filtering process, focusing on
titles, abstracts, and keywords, to exclude
non-relevant papers and ensure a dataset
of the highest relevance and quality for
our bibliometric analysis. A total of 783 re-
levant documents were generated from
1940 to mid-2023. In the process of statisti-
cal and thematic analysis, we encountered
challenges like incomplete datasets and
the complexity of sifting through closely
related yet distinct research topics.

To overcome these challenges, we em-
ployed cross-referencing techniques and
consulted secondary sources to ensure
a comprehensive and accurate under-
standing of each document’s relevance to
our study’s focus.

Our analysis was strategically catego-
rized into four distinct areas: Publication
and citation analysis provided insights
into the research’s influence and reach.
Subject Area analysis helped us under-
stand the interdisciplinary nature of tax
compliance in SMEs. Analysis of Coun-
tries highlighted geographical trends in
research, reflecting different regulatory
environments.

Finally, Keywords and Cluster Topics
allowed us to identify central themes and
emerging trends in this field, offering in-
sight into the future trajectory of academic
inquiry.

3.1. Analysis
of publications
and citations

2. Filter by document
type, English, and
manual screening (title,
abstract, and keywords):
783 documents

1. Search string
in Scopus
Database:

1,254 documents

3.2. Analysis

3. Statistical, of subject areas

co-word,
co-occurrence,
and thematic

analysis

3.3. Analysis

of the countries

3.4. Analysis
of keywords
and cluster topics

Figure 1. The Procedure of Document Collection and Analysis

400



eISSN 2414-9497

Journal of Tax Reform. 2023;9(3):398-412

The publications and citations analy-
sis measures the number of publications
and citations related to the tax and SME
research field. This analysis provides an
overview of how active research is con-
ducted in the field and the extent to which
these publications influence research and
scientific development [10]. Subject area
analysis identifies and analyses the most
dominant subjects or research areas in
a particular field [11].

This analysis helps map research
topics, reveal research trends, and un-
derstand scientific developments in taxes
and SMEs. Countries analysis identifies
and analyses research contributions from
different countries concerning taxes and
SMEs. This analysis helps understand the
geographical distribution of research, in-
fluence, and comparison of research con-
tributions between different countries [1].

Subject area analysis involves the
use of subject categories defined in this
database. Each publication listed in the
scientific database is labelled with a speci-
fic subject category, such as social sciences,
life sciences, science, arts, humanities, and
more. Thematic analysis is in the form of
thematic map visualization generated by
bibliometrix application with Latent Di-
richlet Allocation (LDA) method. This
method helps identify the main topics
or themes in various documents, such as
scientific articles or publications [12].

Thematic maps also organize docu-
ments based on topics and visualize them
in graphical form, providing valuable in-
sights in understanding the development
of research topics and related topic cate-
gories in taxes and SMEs [10].

The thematic map provides a dia-
grammatic visualization consisting of two
measures and four quadrants: develop-
ment degree (density) and relevance de-
gree (centrality) for measurements and
basic themes, motor themes, niche themes,
and emerging or declining themes for
topic quadrants [13; 14].

Development degree measures how
mature or developed a research topic is
based on the number of related publica-
tions. The higher the development degree,
the more publications related to the topic,
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signalling an established and significant
research area. Relevance degree measures
how relevant or central a research topic
is to other topics in the literature corpus.
Relevance degree can be measured using
a distance or relationship metric between
the topic and other topics. The higher the
relevance degree, the more closely related
the topic is to other topics, indicating its
importance in the research network [15].

Basic themes reflect established and
widely recognized research topics in
a particular field. Basic themes include
topics that have been researched for a long
time, and many publications are related
to them.

Motor themes are research topics that
have a strong influence and are central
to driving or initiating research develop-
ments in a field. Motor themes often in-
fluence or inspire other topics and have
high centrality and density in the research
network.

Niche themes reflect research topics fo-
cused on more specific or narrow research
areas. However, niche themes have high
density in the context of specific topics and
can provide deep insights into specialized
areas. Emerging themes are research topics
that have recently emerged and gained in-
creasing research interest over a period.

In contrast, declining themes are re-
search topics that have lost research in-
terest over time [16]. The categories and
the four squares were then synthesized to
gain knowledge, insights, trends and pat-
terns from tax and SME research.

3. Results

3.1. Analysis of Publications and Citations

The number of publications and cita-
tions is an important indicator in seeing
the impact and influence of research on
taxes and SMEs [1]. The data collected
comes from various years, starting from
1940 to mid-2023. Each year, the number
of documents and research citations was
analyzed to identify trends and patterns
related to tax and SME research.

The trend in the number of publica-
tions in Figure 2 shows the tax and SME
research pattern over the period studied.
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In recent decades, this research has expe-
rienced a significant increase. The number
of publications has stabilized in recent
years, with relatively minor fluctuations.
The number of publications peaked at
74 publications in 2021. After that, there
was a slight decline in the following years,
but the number of publications remained
relatively high, averaging around 50 pub-
lications per year.

The citation trend of tax and SME re-
search citations over the period saw sig-
nificant fluctuations in the number of cita-
tions from year to year. In the early 2000s,
citations increased dramatically, peaking
in 2010 with 876 citations. After that, there
was a sharp decline in the following years,
but the number of citations remained
relatively high, with an average of around
350 citations per year.

In 2020, there was a significant in-
crease, with 488 citations. The articles with
the most citations discuss technological
approaches, SME barriers, and SME capi-
tal structure [17-19]. This data shows that
tax and SME research remains relevant
and receives attention from researchers
and academics.

In an article [20] cited more than
153 times, explaining that small business
activity and Schumpeterian entrepre-
neurship are distinct phenomena driven
by different forces and associated with
different outcomes. By knowing the dif-
ferences, and understanding the character
of the business in depth, the government
will produce better policies. The are cor-

relations between regulations and entre-
preneurship is comparable to the impact
of taxation. Individuals who are self-em-
ployed or run small businesses can evade
tax more effortlessly than large business-
es. Small businesses under a particular
size are usually free from a lot of exhaust-
ing laws, which may discourage creative
entrepreneurship.

The issue discussed in the most re-
search on the second site [21] is the impact
of tax payments on company profits. The
tax payment process is preceded by the
process of citizen registration with the tax
office. Compliance with registering for tax-
payer status is influenced by the distance
between the business location and the tax
office. Registration as a taxpayer is one of
the three steps to formalize a company’s
business, the others being a permit to open
a business and a government trade license.
The impact of business formalization va-
ries between companies. For large com-
panies, it will increase the customer base
and ultimately increase profits. For very
small companies, it will decrease profits.
The companies predict that their profits
will also decrease due to formalizing their
business, even though there are many be-
nefits that will be obtained. The impact of
this research is to advise the government
to provide better information to encourage
companies to formalize their businesses.
Another suggestion is that policies need to
be made that offer the benefits of formali-
zation, especially for informal companies
that have higher capabilities.
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Figure 2. Number of documents and citations per year of tax and SME research topics
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The third study [22] addresses the ef-
fectiveness of R&D instruments for small
and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs),
comparing the impact of direct subsidies
and tax incentives. While the findings in-
dicate that both instruments strengthen
the R&D orientation of firms and innova-
tion output, the addition of tax incentives
to direct grants does not significantly en-
hance outcomes. The study suggests that
limitations associated with tax incentives
in SMEs, such as delayed benefits and
vulnerability to competitive imitation,
may diminish their effectiveness. The re-
search recommends a nuanced approach,
highlighting that direct subsidies are more
suitable for addressing market failures in
SMEs, while a combination of both instru-
ments may be beneficial depending on the
nature of the R&D projects undertaken.
Despite providing valuable insights, the
study acknowledges limitations, such as
the lack of detailed information on funded
projects and suggests future research with
larger datasets to further validate and re-
fine the results.

3.2. Analysis of Subject Area

Publications on the topic of taxa-
tion and SMEs come from various fields.
Figure 3 shows that the field that contri-

Agricultural
and Biological
Sciences
Psychology . 1%
1 0,

(J

Decision Sciences Eneorgy
2% 1%

Computer Science
Arts and 2%
Humanities
2% Medicine
3%

Engineering
4%

Environmental
Science
4%

Social Sciences
19%

butes the most research related to taxes
and SMEs is Business, Management, and
Accounting, with a total of 391 publica-
tions. This area is followed by Economics,
Econometrics, and Finance with 381 pub-
lications and Social Sciences with 268 pub-
lications. These results illustrate the high
interest of researchers in studying the im-
pact of taxes on SMEs.

In addition, the data also shows that
disciplines directly related to SMEs, such
as engineering, health, and humanities,
also have significant contributions to this
research. This data indicates an under-
standing of the importance of considering
various aspects of SMEs in the tax context
of researchers in studying the impact of
taxes on SMEs.

3.3. Analysis of the Countries

Research on taxes and SMEs has been
a focus in many countries around the
world. The data in Table 1 show the top
20 countries with the most total research
documents related to taxes and SMEs,
namely the United States, United King-
dom, Australia, South Africa, Malaysia,
Russia, China, Germany, Czech Republic,
Canada, South Korea, Indonesia, Vietnam,
Spain, Italy, New Zealand, Sweden, Nige-
ria, Ghana, and India.

Earth and
Planetary
Sciences

1% _Mathematics
1%
Other

3%

Business,
Management
and Accounting
28%

Economics,
Econometrics
and Finance
28%

Figure 3. Tax and SME research topic subject areas
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The United States is the most active
country in research publications on taxes
and SMEs, with a total of 179 publications.
Other countries with significant contribu-
tions to this research are the United King-
dom with 64 publications, Australia with
49 publications, South Africa with 42 publi-
cations, and Malaysia with 38 publications.
Many developing countries such as Indo-
nesia and Vietnam also do research related
to taxes and SMEs, although with fewer
publications than developed countries.

The publication data shows that coun-
tries around the world have diverse in-
terests and contributions in tax and SME
research. The United States is the leader
in terms of the number of publications,

followed by countries such as the United
Kingdom, Australia, South Africa, and
Malaysia. These findings provide insight
into the global distribution of research
related to tax and SMEs and reinforce the
importance of cooperation and knowledge
exchange between these countries for ad-
vancing the tax and SME sectors globally.

3.4. Analysis of Keywords and Cluster
Topics

From the results of thematic themes
obtained from the bibliometrix applica-
tion, four themes’ categories appear in
the bibliometric analysis: emerging or
declining themes, niche themes, basic
themes, and motor themes in Figure 4.

Table 1
Number of documents per country on tax and SME research topics
Num. Country ‘ Doc. Num. ‘ Country ‘ Doc.
1 United States 179 11 South Korea 18
2 United Kingdom 64 12 Indonesia 17
3 Australia 49 13 Vietnam 17
4 South Africa 42 14 Spain 15
5 Malaysia 38 15 Italy 14
6 Russian Federation 35 16 New Zealand 14
7 China 32 17 Sweden 13
8 Germany 22 18 Nigeria 12
9 Czech Republic 20 19 Ghana 11
10 Canada 18 20 India 11
Niche Themes : Motor Themes
tax avoidar{ce
access to flnqnce
institutions India
business environment 1
Russia Y e
{nnovation YV oo
r&d /[

Development degree
(Density)

small enterprises
supply chain mana?ement

. social capita
tax compliace costs

small and medium enterprises (smes)

developing countries  small and medium enterprise

. South Africa
Emerging or
Declining Themes

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

s
1

small and medium scale enterprises
1

capital structur

| Malaysia

tax compliance
: I

enterprises (smes)

growth investment small business.

entrepreneurship
. covid-

taxation tax

small and
medium-sized
‘enterprises’

Basic Themes

Relevance degree
(Centrality]

Figure 4. Tax and SME thematic theme
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Emerging or declining themes show
topics that are on the rise or decline in the
field of tax and SMEs research. One of the
topics in this category is tax compliance
costs, small and medium enterprises, and
developing countries [23].

This topic shows increased attention
to the tax compliance costs incurred by
SMEs in developing countries. Tax com-
pliance costs include the time, money, and
human resources required to comply with
applicable tax regulations [24; 25].

This issue is important because SMEs
often have limited resources, and the
burden of tax costs can impact their fi-
nancial performance and competitive-
ness [17; 26; 27]. Research on this theme
might focus on analyzing the impact of
tax compliance costs on SME growth,
how governments can design more effi-
cient policies to mitigate this burden, and
efforts to increase SMEs’ awareness and
understanding of their tax obligations.
Developing countries have challenges in
dealing with this issue due to complex tax
regulations, low levels of tax awareness,
and a lack of resources to support better
tax compliance [28].

The next topic was small enterprises,
supply chain management, and social
capital. This theme shows the increasing
research interest in the role of small enter-
prises in supply chain management and
social capital [29]. Supply chain manage-
ment is important in optimizing supply
chains to improve efficiency and compe-
titiveness. In the context of SMEs, supply
chain management often involves spe-
cific challenges such as scale constraints,
limited access to resources, and lack of
distribution networks [30].

In addition, this theme also highlights
social capital as a key factor in SME suc-
cess [31]. Social capital includes the rela-
tionships and networks held by SMEs that
can assist them in obtaining information,
resources, and support from business part-
ners, the government, and the community.

Research on this theme may involve
identifying best practices in supply chain
management for SMEs, analyzing the role
of social capital in enhancing SME com-
petitiveness and growth, and strategies
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for developing stronger networks and col-
laboration between SMEs and other stake-
holders in the supply chain.

The final topic in the emerging or de-
clining themes category was small and me-
dium enterprises, South Africa, and small
and medium scale enterprises. This theme
shows increasing attention to the role and
issues of small and medium-sized enter-
prises in South Africa and countries of
similar scale. SMEs play an important role
in these countries’ economic growth and
job creation [32]. However, they also face
unique challenges, such as limited access
to capital, inadequate infrastructure, and
a complex business environment [33; 34].

Research on this topic may focus on
analyzing the business and regulatory
climate in South Africa and similar coun-
tries, the role of SMEs in local and national
economic development, and the efforts of
governments and stakeholders to support
the growth and sustainability of SMEs.
This includes policy initiatives, financial
support, and training programs that can
help SMEs thrive and contribute more to
the economies of these countries [35].

An in-depth analysis of these rising
themes can provide valuable insights for
policymakers, business practitioners, and
researchers to understand the role and
challenges of SMEs in global and local
contexts. In addition, research on these
themes can serve as a foundation for de-
veloping better solutions and initiatives to
support the growth and sustainability of
SME:s in the future.

Niche themes reflect specialized re-
search topics with a more limited focus.
The first topic in this category is institu-
tions, business environment, and Russia.
This theme indicates a specific research
focus on the role of institutions and the
business environment in Russia [36]. Insti-
tutions include regulations, policies and
legal structures that influence how a coun-
try conducts business. In Russia, the busi-
ness environment can be complex, with
challenges such as cumbersome bureau-
cracy and varying political stability [37].

Research on this theme will likely
analyze the role of institutions in hin-
dering or encouraging investment and
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business growth in Russia. This could
include analyzing government policies,
the role of the legal system, and the chal-
lenges companies face in operating in the
country. In addition, research could also
explore efforts and initiatives to improve
the business environment in Russia to
support the development of the business
sector, including SMEs [38].

The next topic is tax avoidance, ac-
cess to finance, and India. This theme
highlights two important issues related to
SMEs in India: tax avoidance and access
to finance [39]. Tax avoidance refers to ef-
forts to legally reduce tax liabilities, while
access to finance covers the issue of SMEs’
access to financial resources needed for in-
vestment and business expansion [40].

Research on this theme is likely to
explore the tax avoidance strategies and
practices commonly used by SMEs in In-
dia and their impact on the country’s tax
revenue. In addition, research could iden-
tify the barriers that SMEs face in gaining
access to finance from formal financial
institutions and analyze the efforts and
initiatives that have been taken to improve
access to finance for SMEs.

A deeper analysis of these niche
themes can provide valuable insights for
the Indian government and other stake-
holders in addressing the issue of tax
evasion and improving access to finance
for SMEs. In addition, a better under-
standing of the role of institutions and the
business environment in Russia can help
formulate more effective policies to im-
prove the business climate in the country.
Thus, research on these niche themes has
the potential to make a positive impact in
supporting the growth and sustainability
of SMEs in India and Russia or countries
with similar characteristics [36; 41].

The basic themes category covers
fundamental and common SME and tax
research topics. The initial topic is small
and medium enterprises, growth, and
investment. This theme covers funda-
mental topics related to growth and in-
vestment in SMEs [42]. Growth is a key
objective for many SMEs, and research
on this theme will likely focus on the
factors that influence their growth [43].
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These factors can include internal aspects
such as innovation, resource manage-
ment, and marketing strategies, as well
as external aspects such as economic
conditions, market competition, and go-
vernment regulations [44; 45]. Investment
is also important in the development of
SME:s [46]. Research on this theme could
address the challenges and opportunities
in obtaining capital for investment, such
as access to finance, support from finan-
cial institutions, or using venture capital.

The next topic in this theme is taxation,
tax, and small and medium enterprises.
This theme focused on the role of taxation
in SMEs. Tax regulations can affect the fi-
nancial health and business performance of
SMEs [21; 47-49]. Research on this theme
might identify the impact of taxes on SMEs’
profitability and efficiency and the strate-
gies SMEs use to manage their tax burden.
In addition, this theme may also explore
the role of the tax system in promoting or
hindering the growth of SMEs and how
tax policy can be geared to support the sus-
tainable development of the SME sector.

The last topic is small business, entre-
preneurship, and COVID-19. This theme
examines the role of entrepreneurship
in meeting the challenges of COVID-19
on small businesses and how the pande-
mic has posed severe challenges to SMEs
around the world. Research on this theme
might examine the adaptation of SMEs
to the changing business environment
brought about by the pandemic, such as
business model adjustments, the use of
digital technology, or the utilization of
online marketplaces [50-52]. In addition,
this theme also covers the role of entrepre-
neurship in dealing with the economic and
social crisis caused by the pandemic [53].
Research on this theme can explore how
entrepreneurship and innovation can solve
the challenges SMEs face during crises.

A deeper analysis of these underlying
themes will provide a better understan-
ding of the challenges and opportunities
faced by SMEs and help formulate more
appropriate policies and strategies to sup-
port the growth and sustainability of the
SME sector. In addition, research on these
themes can also provide a broader view of
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the role and contribution of SMEs in the
overall economy [36].

Motor themes are the main topics that
drive research attention in the field of
small and medium enterprises. The first
topic in this category is small and medium
enterprises, innovation, research, and de-
velopment (R&D). This theme highlights
the role of R&D in the context of SMEs.
Innovation is key to improving the com-
petitiveness and growth of SMEs [45].

Research on this theme is likely to
explore the types of innovation underta-
ken by SMEs, such as product, process, or
marketing [54; 55]. In addition, this theme
also addresses the challenges and bar-
riers SMEs face in conducting research
and development activities, such as limi-
ted access to resources and lack of abili-
ty to adopt new technologies [56]. This
research can provide insights into efforts
and initiatives taken to improve SMEs’
innovation capacity, such as partnerships
with research institutions or innovation
support programs from the government.

The next topic is small and medium
enterprises, capital structure, Malaysia.
This theme focuses on the capital struc-
ture of SMEs in Malaysia. Capital struc-
ture includes the composition of funding
from various sources, including loans,
equity, and internal sources of funds [57].
Research on this theme may analyze
SMEs’ preferences and decisions in choo-
sing sources of funds and the factors that
influence their capital structure [58]. In
addition, this theme will also address
the impact of capital structure on SME
performance and growth. For example,
whether there is a link between different
capital structures and SMEs’ profitabili-
ty or financial risk [59]. This research can
provide insights for SME owners and fi-
nancial institutions in managing capital
structure more efficiently and sustainably.

The third topic in this category is tax
compliance, tax evasion, and small busi-
ness. This theme covers tax compliance
and tax evasion issues in small businesses.
Tax compliance is mandatory for SMEs,
but challenges such as the complexity of
tax regulations and limited resources are
often barriers to good compliance [24; 60].
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On the other hand, some SMEs may also
engage in unauthorized tax avoidance.
Research on this theme might analyze the
factors that influence SMEs" tax compli-
ance, the government’s efforts to improve
their tax compliance, and the consequen-
ces of tax evasion on the country’s tax
revenue [61]. This research can help for-
mulate more effective strategies and po-
licies to improve SMEs’ tax compliance
and reduce tax evasion practices that cost
the country.

An in-depth analysis of these motor
themes can provide valuable insights for
SME owners, governments, and other
stakeholders in addressing the challen-
ges and opportunities in supporting the
growth and sustainability of the SME sec-
tor. In addition, research on these themes
can contribute to developing better policies
and initiatives to support a more vibrant
and competitive SME ecosystem [62].

From the analysis, it can be conclu-
ded that some themes are rising in research
attention related to small and medium en-
terprises, such as tax Compliance costs,
supply chain management, and business
growth. On the other hand, some themes
are a specific research focus, such as tax
avoidance and access to finance issues in
certain countries. All these themes reflect
the importance of research in understan-
ding the role and challenges of small and
medium-sized enterprises in various con-
texts, including the business environ-
ment, taxation, and entrepreneurship.

4. Conclusion

This study shows that research on
taxes and Small and Medium-Sized En-
terprises has become a significant topic in
various disciplines. There is an increasing
research interest, especially related to the
cost of tax compliance, the impact of taxes
on Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises
growth, and the role of tax incentives in
the Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises
environment.

The bibliometric analysis shows that
business, management, and accounting
are the most active in related publications,
followed by economics, econometrics, and
finance. The citation rate of research on



Journal of Tax Reform. 2023;9(3):398-412

eISSN 2414-9497

taxes and Small and Medium-Sized Enter-
prises demonstrates this topic’s continued
attention and relevance in the academic
and practical spheres. In addition, this re-
search has highlighted the contribution of
different countries to the understanding
of taxes and Small and Medium-Sized En-
terprises, with the United States, United
Kingdom, and Australia being the coun-
tries with the highest contribution of pub-
lications on this topic.

From the thematic theme results ob-
tained, there are rising trends in research,
such as the cost of tax compliance, the role
of Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises
in supply chain management and social
capital, and a focus on the role and chal-
lenges of Small and Medium-Sized Enter-
prises in countries such as South Africa.

In addition, niche themes highlighted
a particular focus on institutions and busi-
ness environment in Russia, tax avoidance
and access to finance issues in India, and
motor themes such as innovation and
research and development in Small and
Medium-Sized Enterprises in Malaysia.

As such, the bibliometric analysis of
research on taxes and Small and Medium-
Sized Enterprises provides important in-
sights for policy, business practitioners,

and researchers to understand better tax
policy’s challenges, opportunities, and
impact on Small and Medium-Sized En-
terprises sustainability and growth. The
research also highlights the importance of
global cooperation and supportive policy
frameworks for Small and Medium-Sized
Enterprises to grow sustainably in a fair
and sustainable tax environment.

While providing important insights
on taxes and Small and Medium-Sized
Enterprises with a bibliometric approach,
this study has some limitations. These
limitations include data limitations of
the databases used, limitation of the time
span of the study, which may omit recent
dynamics, focus on English-language
publications, which limits global rep-
resentation, limitations of the bibliometric
analysis methodology, and lack of ability
to provide an in-depth understanding of
the practical implications or tangible im-
pact of tax-related policies on Small and
Medium-Sized Enterprises. There are also
limitations in providing specific policy
recommendations and limitations in cap-
turing recent changes in taxation and
Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises dy-
namics, limiting data interpretation and
the overall quality of the study.
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